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SAMPLE ESD STUDY FOR STATIC CONTROL FLOOR

COPYRIGHT STATEMENT

Everything in this sample document is copyrighted by PowerCET Canada - Better
Technologies Corporation. Permission is granted to electronically copy and print hard

copies of pages of this sample for personal, non-commercial purposes. Any other usage
is not allowed without the written permission of PowerCET Canada - Better Technologies

Corporation.

Date

Client

Attention:  Client

RE: ESD Floor Testing

On (date) we performed testing to determine the resistive characterization of static control on the floor of
room ### (new Mass Spectrometer room) of the building at Street, Ottawa.

Measurement Instruments

Performance testing of the floor resistance was carried out using calibrated ESD test measurement
equipment, consisting of the following:

• Metermaster MEGGER megohmmeter Type BM8.Mk2 (see calibration certificate attached)
• Surface Resistance Probes
• High voltage connecting cables and grounding clip
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Measurement Procedure

Testing was performed according to the ANSI/EOS/ESD Standard 7.1 entitled “Floor Materials – Resistive
Characterization of Materials”.

The first series of data were collected using the “Test Procedure for Resistance to Ground” of Standard 7.1.
The second series of data was collected according to the “Test Procedure for Resistance Point to Point” of
Standard 7.1. All measurement points situated on the test floor were cleaned with isopropyl alcohol prior to
taking instrument readings. The surface resistance probes were also cleaned prior to testing. Battery tests
and continuity tests were conducted in the instrument prior to recording test data. Test voltage was applied
and resistance recorded after the instrument stabilized, approximately 30 seconds.

For point to point resistance testing, the probes were placed 3 feet (914 mm) apart.

Measurement Results

In the following data table we present the results of our measurements as taken on between 10:30 am and
12:30 pm. The measurement values appear in 1 x 106 ohms for each position.
Static control products are classified as being either conductive when the RTG (Resistance To Ground)
value is between 2.5 x 104 to 1 x 106 ohms or static-dissipative when the RTG is between 1 x 106 to 1 x 109

ohms.

TEST DATA:    (Please reference the attached floor plan drawings for the associated test locations)

Temp (C) 23 deg
RH 33%

Site

Test RTG ESD Ground Point to Point
Location  in 1 x 106 ohms Point Used  in 1 x 106 ohms

1 13 G1 10
2 3.6 G1 10
3 1.6 G1 30
4 6 G2 18
5 7.6 G2 10
6 10 G2 18
7 0.4 G2 24
8 4 G2 6
9 4 G2

10 7.6 G2
11 4 G2
12 9 G2
13 2.4 G2
14 2.2 G2
15 18 G2
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Conclusions

The static control flooring material installed in room Ottawa consisted of 12 inch by 12 inch tiles cemented
to the floor substrate and grounded by copper straps to the building ground.

The resistance to ground (RTG) testing data shows that the floor is static-dissipative as the values obtained
are between 1 x 106 and 1 x 109 ohms, with the exception of test point 7. Test point 7 is in close proximity
to the floor ground G2 and we recorded a reading of 4 x 105 ohms. It is possible that during installation the
floor section at this location included a greater amount of underlying copper straps and/or conductive
adhesive. This could create a small area where the floor is classified as conductive as opposed to static-
dissipative.

The point to point testing data shows that the floor is static-dissipative with values obtained between 1 x 106

and 1 x 109 ohms.

All static control flooring materials must be installed in accordance to strict manufacturer guidelines for the
material to perform as per specifications. Also, the surface on which the flooring material is installed must
be level and free of any irregularities that may interfere with the contact of the floor material and the
conductive adhesive used to cement the individual tiles to the substrate. Grounding copper straps, installed
prior to cementing the floor must also be installed properly and configured to give an equipotential
dissipation of static charge. The ground or grounds for the floor material should be installed as per the
guidelines in ANSI/EOS/ESD Standard 6.1 “For Protection Of Electrostatic Discharge Susceptible Items –
Grounding – Recommended Practice”.

The manufacturer of the flooring material should be consulted to determine if the test results are within their
specified range for the dissipation of static charge.

Should you have any questions regarding these matters, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Marc A. Belanger, P.Eng.
President
PowerCET Canada
Better Technologies Corporation
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